YOUTH
ENGAGEMENT
TOOLKIT
Session 2 - Show us your neighbourhood
Activity Pack

AIMS

LOCATION
Community Centre or
Youth Club
Spaces in the local
area

RESOURCES

• Analyse the local neighbourhood using a traffic
light system
• Debate the impact of design (of buildings and
public spaces) on behaviour and perceptions
• Identify positive and negative design traits

LENGTH OF TIME
2 hours (plus travel
time)

• Consolidate the initial themes into a draft
manifesto

• Filmed interviews (optional)
• Photos taken by the young people (optional)

Young people

• First draft of the manifesto

Youth worker/s
Facilitator or
assistant

Clipboards

Cameras/
phones
(optional)

Flipchart

OUTPUTS
• Completed walking tour worksheets

ATTENDEES

Walking tour
worksheet

Post-it notes
(keep these
safe for
Session 3)

ACTIVITIES

Design team
(optional)

• Walking tour
• First thoughts about the manifesto

We are at
this stage

RIBA Stage 0
Strategic
definition:
outlining the
project scope,
objectives and
programme

RIBA Stage 1
Preparation
and briefing:
drafting an
initial brief in
line with the
objectives

Session 1:
Your lived
experience

VOICE, OPPORTUNITY, POWER

Session 3:
Session 2:
Tell us what
Show us your
neighbourhood you want

RIBA Stage 2
Concept
design: initial
proposal and
specification

Session 4:
Tell us how
we are doing

RIBA Stage 3
Developed
design:
progressed
proposal
following
consultation

Session 5:
You said,
we did

Planning
submission

RIBA Stage 4-7
Includes
technical design,
construction,
handover
and ongoing
maintenance
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SESSION OVERVIEW
Walking around the local area generates the best insights into a
place and allows young people to open up about what they know.
This approach in this session is very structured and gives the
session a clear purpose. But it also allows enough time to have
conversations with individuals or small groups and to record what
they are saying, either by taking notes or with quick videos, if
they’re happy to do this.

We want to know
what you think of
the toolkit.
Tell us here!

This session and the next one are walking tours. Whilst it’s not
essential to have the design team present, it would be beneficial
for them to hear the conversations about the local area. If they
are not able to join then it’s important that they are briefed on the
outcomes.
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What you’ll need:

20 minutes

1 group

Walking tour worksheet

INTRODUCTION
An amber space is a place where it might
be safe to play or hang out but there
are some rules. Somewhere like a school
playground, or maybe a football pitch,
where you can’t do anything you want
there. There might be signs or other
people telling you what to do.

Use the following text and adapt it to suit. You may
need to add information about toilet breaks, WiFi
codes, snacks and drinks as well as other aspects
that we have not included here.

Welcome to today’s workshop.
Today’s session will last two hours [adapt to allow for
travel time to study area]. We want to understand
more about the four spaces that we agreed
together last time.
These are: List spaces here:
To do this, we are going to split into groups of 2s and
3s and go outside to look at them in more detail. We
are going to analyse each of these spaces using the
traffic light system which we used at the last session
with the maps. Let’s go back over what these colours
represent.
A green space is a place where you feel
safe and totally free to do what you want:
there are very few rules.
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.

A red space is where there are lots of
restrictions. A road is a good example
because it’s clearly not safe to hang out
in the middle. Or it might be somewhere
that feels dangerous because of the way
other people behave there. Or there are
simply very tight rules in place.

Now red spaces aren’t always bad and it doesn’t
necessarily mean danger. They could be a road,
which is somewhere you can’t hang around or you
might get run over. But they might be a planted area
that’s fenced off or that you shouldn’t walk into.
Sometimes roads aren’t red because they’re a dead
end or so quiet that you feel safe hanging out there.
It’s about how you feel about the space.

We are going to do this exercise in twos or threes.
Look at the worksheets now and we’ll run through
what you need to do.
Hand out example worksheets, break the group into
twos or threes and talk through the sheets.
In each space around this neighbourhood, we want
you to think about a couple of specific areas:
•

What is the space like for people of different
ages? Circle the colour for each space when you
are in it.

•

And what is this space like for young people
in your age group with a learning or a physical
disability?

•

What’s the same space like after dark? Think
about winter afternoons or spring and autumn
evenings, not the middle of the night. Does the
way you feel about each space change when it’s
dark?

Jot down any reasons why it might feel different.
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We also want to you to record what you can do in this space next to each of the
three icons:
- Movement
- Activities
- Things
This helps us understand what we think people your age can do in this space. Firstly,
how can you move around, on foot, by bike, on a scooter or a wheelchair? What sort
of activities can you do here? And what sort of things are there in the space? Are
there any benches, bins, fences? What can you see? There’s space for you to write
down your thoughts.
Lastly, we are also going to give you some cameras. We want you to take
photographs of these spaces. Take them as well as you can and compose them
carefully, because will be part of an exhibition at the end of the project where you
will show local people and your friends and family what you know about your area.
An output from this session is a set of high-quality photos taken by the young
people in their local area. If you have access to a few good quality cameras, then
we suggest you use these as it is easy to retrieve photographs and they tend to be
taken with more care. The photographs will be used in Session 4 to help illustrate
the local area, some can be printed off large scale and used in the final session.
If you don’t have access to cameras, then you can ask the group to use their own
phones and ask them to email or WhatsApp to a trusted adult (such as a youth
worker).
Another option is to set up a unique Instagram account for the project, to which
everyone has a login or the group could nominate someone to run it. This is a
secure way of sharing photos and videos as you won’t have access to their personal
details. Instagram has the benefit of shooting bitesize videos, which they will be
familiar with.
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What you’ll need:

75 minutes

Groups of 2s and 3s

Walking tour worksheet

Clipboard

Camera/phones

ACTIVITY 1:
WALKING TOUR
The whole group sets off, breaking
into twos or threes to visit each of
the four spaces that were agreed.
They might do them in a different
order depending on the locations.
Point out that you want them to fill in
the worksheet for each space and be
clear about the time allocated for this
exercise and when they need to be
back.
In each space, they need to fill out the worksheets,
answering all the questions, with some assistance
from an adult facilitator if necessary. Make sure they
complete all the questions and apply a traffic light
colour for every space and age group.
You might find some of them fill in the answers fairly
quickly. Use this opportunity to ask them a

bit more about the spaces and what they
feel about them. You might want to talk about

of a Meanwhile Space or Activity (see Session 4 for a
clear explanation to introduce this idea if you would
like to include it.)
If you have chosen to include the optional activity of
photography and videos, then give time for this to
be carried out in each of the spaces and en-route.
Some of the young people may feel comfortable
enough to be interviewed on camera in the space.
They may want to interview each other as well as
being interviewed by an adult. When taking a video,
remind them to introduce themselves and ask them
to talk about the space they are in and what they
know about it. Ask them what they like and what
they don’t like as well. Sometimes you will hear some
useful information as you walk around, you can ask
the young person if they can repeat this on camera.

At the end of the walking tours you will return to
the centre. First of all make sure to collect up the
worksheets. Ask each pair to make sure they have
completed them, checking each sheet has been
initialled and all the questions have been answered.
Their results will be revealing, and you will want to
present them to development team and as part of
the engagement output on the project. You could
create graphs, showing how the young people view
the spaces in their neighbourhood.

If you are using Instagram the video will be limited to
a 20 second clip. This is a useful length of time and
we suggest you stick to a similar timing if taken on
other devices.

safety, about other people that use the space, what
things they like and dislike about it. You could also
introduce the idea that the site could be the home
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What you’ll need:

20 minutes

1 group / pairs

Flipchart

Post-it notes

Camera/phone

ACTIVITY 2:
DRAFTING THE MANIFESTO
Once you have collected up the
worksheets, use the rest of the
session to continue the discussion
about spaces in their local area. This
should lead on from what was talked
about in Session One and forms the
first step of putting together the
manifesto about what they would like
for the new development.
During this session you want to gain a clearer
understanding of what works and what doesn’t
work in the local area, you will have now visited these
spaces with them and they should have expressed
some of their thoughts clearly.

Listen and take notes. You can use a flip chart if you
like to begin with but move on to post it notes with
headings that you can arrange on the wall. Ask one
or two young people to help you with that activity.
Now split into pairs and return to the themes from
the last session, starting to build on some more
specific details and ideas. The group can fill in
thoughts on post it notes and stick them up under
the relevant heading. Build on the discussion; if they
talk about spaces to hang out with friends, think
about what these spaces might need – should there
be seating that allows them to gather in groups,
where might these things be located, or perhaps
they would like WiFi.

Start the discussion with a few questions:
•

Ask the group which colours they gave each
space and why.

•

Ask each pair what they liked about each space
and how it might feel different after dark

•

Ask them what they could do or couldn’t do in
these spaces (using the icons)
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ACTIVITY 2:
DRAFTING THE MANIFESTO
After about five minutes or so, bring them back
together as a group, discuss the ideas they have
come up with and the headings, you may find some
need to be discarded, or consolidated, agree or
disagree on the post it notes and move them around.
You might want to rename your themes. You might
also want to introduce the idea of time and ask the
group if any of the ideas seem more ‘light touch’ and
might be able to happen soon or be temporary. You
could divide the themes and ideas into permanent
and temporary/meanwhile.
Aim to consolidate your initial themes from Session
One into five or six themes (see example manifesto),
help with some prompting, but remember this is a
listening exercise for the professional team and the
ideas need to come from the group.
Sometimes they will talk about other age groups,
such as parents or older people. This demonstrates
sensitivity and empathy, which is great to see,
include these thoughts in the manifesto but keep
encouraging them to think about what young people
need.

and collect up the post it notes to use at the next
session.

Example manifesto
Open spaces with better things to do
Spaces that feel open, big enough for
lots of people to enjoy, enough space for
us to hang out, spaces that can change,
where we could have a summer fair

Safe

Fun and relaxed
We want places to play, benches to sit
on that are different sizes, we want to be
able to ride our bikes around
People first
Easy to get around, less parking,
pedestrian friendly, safe crossings
Nature
More trees, nice planting, more greenery,
allotments, flowers

Better lighting, adults around who can
help us if we need, no dark corners
Inclusive
Everyone should feel welcome, all ages,
disabled people, young children, old
people, not racist

Make a record by taking a photograph of your ideas
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What you’ll need:

5 minutes

1 group

WRAP UP AND NEXT STEPS
To wrap up the session, explain
that next time we will be visiting
a new development or a different
neighbourhood, using the same
techniques that we have learned so
far. We will be looking again at the
principles, checking whether they
have been applied in this place and
starting to finalise them ready to
hand over to the development team
as a manifesto.
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At the end of the session, either ask for one good
thing and one bad thing or perhaps ask one young
person to give a short feedback of the session,
including suggestions for improvement. Once they
have done this, invite other young people to add
their thoughts.
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SESSION PLAN / TIMINGS:
Enter timings here:

Total
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Time

Activity

10 mins

Introduction

10 mins

Explanation of activity and worksheets

Travel time

Travel to first space

15 mins

Analyse space one

5 mins

Travel

15 mins

Analyse space two

5 mins

Travel

15 mins

Analyse space three

5 mins

Travel

15 mins

Analyse space four

Travel time

Return to centre

20 mins

Drafting the manifesto

5 mins

Wrap up and review

120 mins (plus travel time)

A YOUTH ENGAGEMENT TOOLKIT

